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General Meeting 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Guest Speaker: 

Erin Runnion 

Founder and Director 

The Joyful Child Fundation 

Technical Session: 

Chris Mellas  

Account Manager 

Nidec Motor Company 

Location:  

Bakersfield Petroleum Club 

5060 California Ave. 12th 

Floor 

Bakersfield, CA 

Schedule: 

Social Hour:  6:00PM 

Tech. Session: 6:30PM 

Dinner:   7:00PM 

Speaker:   8:00PM 

 

Price: $25.00 

July Social Hour Sponsor: 

David Howlett 

Electric Power Services   

The SJV Chapter of API meets the third Tuesday of each month at the Bakersfield Petroleum Club. 

Erin Runnion is the Founder and Director of The Joyful 

Child Foundation - In Memory of Samantha Runnion, 

(TJCF) a nonprofit organization 

dedicated to preventing crimes 

against children through 

programs that educate, 

empower, and unite families 

and communities. Samantha 

was kidnapped and murdered in 2002.  Erin is dedicated 

to ensuring Samantha’s tragic death continue to be a 

catalyst to engage adults in our collective responsibility 

in protecting our nation’s children.   

As Co-Founder of The Joyful Child Foundation as well as The Surviving Parents 

Coalition (SPC), and a member of the Board of Directors for the National 

Association to PROTECT Children, Erin has become a highly respected 

spokesperson, spreading her message in frequent media appearances, keynote 

addresses, and presentations for both government and private organizations.  In 

an effort to reach every child with safety education, Erin developed a train-the-

trainers Ambassador program for adult education for child protection, and the 

BRAVE Programs with a comprehensive Kindergarten - 12th grade supplemental 

physical education and health curriculum with ten personal safety and life-skills 

lessons as well as 90-minute workshops for community-based agencies.  Erin 

delivers an inspiring message of hope and courage that motivates audiences to 

be a part of the solution to stop crimes against children. 

Topic: Child Abduction Prevention 

 

Erin Runnion 

Page 1 

 

Thirty eight K-12 teachers are registered for this year's Derricks to Desks semi-

nar. If you have items you can provide the teachers (e.g. hats, paper tablets, 

pens) and/or would like to sponsor teachers, please contact Sherlee Bailey at 

sbailey@wspa.org.  All items need to be delivered at the WSPA office by this Fri-

day, July 11th. 

Samantha Runnion 
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Technical Speaker Topic: Energy  Efficiency Regulations  

Chris J. Mellas is an Account Manager in California, 

Nevada and Hawaii for Nidec Motor Company.  He 

holds a bachelor’s degree from Sacred Heart 

University of Bridgeport, Connecticut.  Over the past 

33 years Chris has held progressive sales positions in 

Connecticut, New Jersey and Pennsylvania before 

coming to California in 1992. 

Chris has been an active member of EASA for 30 years 

and is familiar with motor center operations.  He also 

has held positions within the EASA at the local and national level, most recently 

by being a member of the EASA National Sales and Marketing Committee (94-

96).  On numerous occasions the Department of Energy Motor Challenge 

Program, Hawaiian Electric Energy Expo, Southern California Edison, Facilities 

Maintenance Expo and Pacific Gas & Electric have had Chris present at user 

seminars on Energy Efficiency Motors/Legislation. Chris has coordinated 

Nidec’s involvement with local utilities motor rebate programs and is leading a 

cross divisional effort by Nidec providing solutions to energy strapped 

California.   Chris is married to Susan with a daughter Cassandra.  Chris recently 

retired from the United States Air Force Reserve. 

  

Chris J. Mellas  

General Meeting Reservations: 

We have increased our attendance immensely at the API Dinner Meetings. In 

order to guarantee your seat and dinner choice (steak, chicken, salmon, or 

vegetarian) for the meeting, please send in your RSVP to Julie Grassi at (661) 

632-1400 or jgrassi@chevron.com no later than 4:00 PM on Monday, July 

14th. It is important that we have our head count and food selections turned 

in to the Petroleum Club the day before the event so the appropriate amount 

of tables and seating are setup in advance to accommodate the crowd. Your 

timely response is appreciated. 

 

API Website: 

Need to pay for your membership? Visit the API website at 

www.apibakersfield.org. Start paying the easy way with API’s PayPal buttons!  

If you wish to become an API Newsletter sponsor, please contact the 

Newsletter Editor, Jorge Haiek by e-mail at jghaiek@aeraenergy.com. Please 

list “Newsletter Sponsor” in the subject line.  

Technical Speaker 
Sponsors: 

This month’s Technical Session 

is sponsored by Jimmy Leal 

from Pros. Thank you to Jimmy 

for his generosity.  There will 

be a drawing held for those 

who come and actively 

participate in this learning and 

knowledge sharing event. 

Super Prize Raffle: 

We’ve got another fabulous 

SUPER Prize valued at over 

$200 courtesy of Dave Muth 

from Muth Pump. A BIG thank 

you to Dave for all he does.  

Proceeds from the July Super 

Raffle will be donated to the 

API Scholarship Fund. The June 

2014 meeting raised $2,005 for 

the API Scholarship Fund. Bring 

a few bucks to the July meeting 

and you could be our next 

winner. 

API Facebook Page 

 

Visit the API Facebook page at          

facebook.com/APIBakersfield 

to view upcoming events and 

photos from past events. To 

submit photos from API events, 

please send an email to Social 

Media Chair Laurie Alexander: 

laurie_alexander@rocketmail.com 

 

 

 

mailto:jgrassi@chevron.com
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 

Charlie Johnson 

Richard Smiley – Braun Electric 

Dave Muth – Muth Pump 

Sandy Muth – Agape in home Care 

Jay Haney – Pacific Process Systems, 
Inc. 

Kevin Fabricius – Pacific Process 
Systems, Inc. 

Dan Tuttle – DOGGR Retired 

Bob Moore – Bob Moore & Associates 

Linda Bliss – Enterprise Holdings 

Ryan Knapp – Enterprise 

Don Taft – C & H Testing 

Ed Ott – Braun Electric 

Kevin Calcagno – Oilfield 
Environmental & Compliance Inc. 

Rick Peace – Wiki’s 

Steve Sturgeon – Pengo 

Joe Billingsley – NOV 

Jim Roberts – Global Elastomeric 
Products, Inc. 

Terra Gaines – Gaines Recruiting 
Group 

Rick Peace – White Wolf Land Service 

Gregg Linville – EV Downhole Video 

Sandi Billingsley – Proline Systems 

Dave Plivelich – The Petroleum Club 

Glen Ephrom – Precision Pump & 
Machine 

Roger Putnam – Total Western, Inc. 

Noor Saba – Stantec 

API WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE DOOR PRIZE DONORS FOR THE JUNE 2014  MEETING 
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2014 Upcoming Events: 

July 14th– 17th Derricks to Desks Teacher Seminar 

July 15th General Meeting 

August 19th  General Meeting 

September 16th General Meeting 

September 20th Adopt-A-Highway 

October 3rd  API Fall Fun Shoot 

October 21st General Meeting 

November 1st Oil Baron’s Ball 

December 2nd & 3rd  Annual Hijinks Show 

API Facebook Page 
Visit the API Facebook page at          

facebook.com/APIBakersfield to 

view upcoming events and photos 

from past events. To submit photos 

from API events, please send an 

email to Social Media Chair Laurie 

Alexander: 

laurie_alexander@rocketmail.com 

Sponsorship Rates 

Don’t forget to pay for your 2014 
Newsletter Sponsorship!  Pay online 
at www.apibakersfield.org or submit 
your check to API Treasurer Debbie 
Caywood. 

Size Monthly Yearly 

Business Card $30 $200 

Half Page $100 $700 

Full Page $200 $1,400 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THE NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE TO YOU 

http://www.muthpump.com/rodpumpsolutionforsand.php
http://www.muthpump.com/


CHAIRMAN 

Dan Sliter 
PCL 

661-343-2808 
dlsliter@pcl.com  

VICE CHAIRMAN 
Don Taft 

C & H Testing 
661-979-3047 

don@candhtesting.com 

TREASURER 

Debbie Caywood 
Gassco 

661-330-8740 
d-caywood@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY 

Terra Gaines 
Gaines Consulting 

661-340-8932 
terra@gainesrecruiting.com 

MEMBERSHIP 

Scott Bender 
Chevron 

661-330-7917 
bendesr@chevron.com 
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mailto:dmorken@bak.rr.com

